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PART V. HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Section 6.5.2.  Regulated Land Uses and Exceptions

Section 6.5.3.  Regulations and Standards
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6.5.1 Applicability

The following regulations of industrial development are adopted for the purpose of 
promoting the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Alamance County, and 
to promote the peace and dignity of the County. The Alamance County Commissioners 
hereby establish certain criteria relating to industrial development and associated land 
uses. These uses by their very nature produce objectionable levels of aesthetic impact, 
traffic, noise, odors, vibrations, fumes, light, smoke, and/or other impacts upon the lands 
adjacent to them. These standards shall allow for the placement and growth of such uses, 
while maintaining the health, safety, and general welfare standards of established and 
commercial areas in Alamance County. 

6.5.2 Regulated Land Uses and Exceptions

a. Regulated Land Uses

CLASS I

Fuel Bulk Storage, Ready-Mix Concrete Suppliers, Inert Debris Landfills, Renewable 
Energy Generating Facilities

CLASS II

Resource Extraction, Automobile Salvage and Storage Facilities, Chemical 
Manufacturing, Data Centers

CLASS III

Mining/Quarrying, Race Tracks, Asphalt Plants, Electricity Generating Facility, 
Landfills-except inert debris, Paper Mills, Cement Manufacturing, Waste Processing

Facilities, Saw Mills, Metal Recycling and Salvage Facilities

b. Exceptions to Applicability
The following are exceptions, by right, from regulations under this section:

1) Agricultural Farming Operations
2) Residential Land Uses

Exception from this Section does not grant immunity from other applicable sections of 
this Ordinance or other Alamance County Ordinances.
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6.5.3 Regulations and Standards

Prior to the issuance of any permit under this section, the regulated land use must 
demonstrate compliance with the applicable regulations and standards imposed.

Classification
Minimum 

Lot Size
Building 
Height

Land Use 
Spacing

Operations 
Setback

Stream 
Setback

Class I 10 acres 40 feet -- 150 feet 100 feet

Class II 10 acres 40 feet 150 feet 150 feet 100 feet

Class III 40 acres 40 feet 1750 feet 500 feet 100 feet

A. Minimum Lot Size
No Class I or Class II land use regulated by this section shall be situated on a tract of land 
less than ten (10) acres in size.  Class III land uses shall be located on a tract no less than 
forty (40) acres in size.

B. Building Height Limits
In order to allow for adequate fire protection, no building which is intended or used for 
human occupancy shall exceed a vertical height of forty (40) feet, measured from the top 
of the foundation (entrance grade) to the highest point of the roof assembly. No more 
than one (1) occupancy story may be below this entrance grade.

Excluded from this limitation are the following:
1. Water, radio, telephone (including cellular), or television towers or any equipment for 

the transmission of electricity or communications, or both; and
2. building, including chimneys, flagpoles, flues, spires, steeples, belfries, cupolas, 

antennas, poles, wires, or windmills, provided no part of the structure which is higher 
than (forty) 40 feet is intended or used for human occupancy. Structures which are 
slender in nature and minor vertical projections of a parent.

C. Land Use Spacing & Protected Facilities
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All industries regulated by this section shall be required at the time of the issuance of an 
Intent-to-

without regard for intervening structures or objects from the closest edge of the property 
line of the tract(s) on which the area of operations is located to the nearest improvement 
currently in use as a protected facility. The purpose of this requirement is to minimize the 
potential negative impacts of conflicting uses of land.

For the purpose of this section, the following 
1. An educational facility
2. A North Carolina licensed child care facility
3. A North Carolina licensed assisted living facility
4. A North Carolina licensed nursing home
5. A public or privately-owned hospital
6. A rural medical center
7. A church
8. A dwelling unit
9. Historic landmarks recognized by Alamance County Historic Properties 

Commission

D. Land Spacing Waiver Variance Procedure
The Board of Commissioners may authorize individual land spacing waivers of the 
application of this Ordinance where there are practical difficulties or particular hardships 
in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the provisions of this Ordinance.  Upon finding 
practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships existing with a strict application, individual 
requirements may be modified, provided they are consistent with the spirit, purpose, and 
the intent of the ordinance, substantial justice, and the public health and welfare secured.  
All requests for a review shall be written and submitted to the Alamance County Planning 
Department.  Prior to consideration of a review by the Board of Commissioners, the 
request shall be referred to the Alamance County 
recommendation.  See Section 3.4. Notice:  Decisions by the Board of Commissioners shall 

given by certified mail to the applicant.  In addition, notice of the time and place of such 
public hearing shall be published in a paper of general circulation in the county not less 
than ten days nor more than thirty days previous to the hearing.  Such notice shall contain 
the address or location of the property for which a hearing by the Board is sought, as well 

Section B. 
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Applicants may pursue a variance in accordance with Section 2.3 of this Ordinance. Any 
authorized variance is required to be entered in writing in the meeting minutes of the 
Board of Adjustment and noted on any preliminary and as-built site plans associated with 
the project.

E. Operations Setback
All industries regulated by this section shall be required to designate and maintain a 

the designated area of operations to the property line of the tract on which the area of 
operations is located. No area of operations or internal roadways may be located within 
the operations setback area, though direct access roadways may intersect the Operations 
Area in a perpendicular manner as to provide access to the Area of Operations. Vegetative 
screening and fencing are allowed by right.  Other design elements may be located within 
the operations setback when required as a condition of other local, state, or federal 
permits or regulations.

F. Traffic Impact Analysis
Access to all regulated industries shall be directly from a state-maintained road.  No 
access from a private road shall be allowed.
All regulated land uses identified in Section 6.5.2 must have Direct Access from a state-
maintained road, as defined by this Ordinance. Furthermore, submitted plans must 
indicate that all primary business traffic and other commercial activities related to the 
regulated industry will originate only from the State-maintained road providing Direct 
Access and not any side road or other method of ingress and egress which might 
otherwise provide access to the property. Other methods of ingress and egress may be 
provided for safety reasons, emergency service purposes, or when necessary to comply 
with Fire Code or other applicable regulations.

All industries regulated by this section shall be required to demonstrate if their proposed 
heavy industrial use would create an amount of traffic (in terms of vehicle trips per day) 
that would push the roads by which the industry is gaining access over its practical 
carrying capacity as defined by the N. C. Department of Transportation (NCDOT). The 

proposed industry. The regulated industry shall add these projected daily vehicle trips to 
the most recent traffic counts performed by NCDOT for the surrounding road network.



6

If the regulated industry will exceed the carrying capacity of the roads which provide 
access to the property over the practical carrying capacity, then the applicant shall 
provide a traffic impact analysis (TIA) performed by a N.C. licensed engineer or 
transportation planner. The TIA shall provide specific recommendations for the mitigation 
of impacts from the proposed traffic, acceleration and deceleration lanes, road design 
standards, shoulder width, stop lights and outlying intersection improvements.

G. Operations Area
Operation of the regulated land use outside of the designated area of operations is 
prohibited.

The following areas shall not be allowed in the designated area of operation of the 
regulated industry:

1. Any area located within a special Flood Hazard Area as defined by the current 
Alamance County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance.

2. Any area classified as wetlands or woody swamp by the U.S. Army Corp of 
Engineers.

3. Any area designated by the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission as 
habitat for an identified Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN).

Co-location of other land uses regulated by this section within the area designated for 
operation of the regulated industry is not allowed.  Each land use required by this section 
to designate an area for operation must maintain a separate and distinct operations area.

H. Stream Setbacks
All industries regulated by this section shall be required to maintain a minimum stream 
setback from any perennial or intermittent stream. Stream setbacks shall be measured 
from the area of operations to the top of the bank of the stream as defined in this section.

I. Landscaping & Screening
All industries regulated by this section shall be required to provide a 
landscaping/screening plan. The purpose of this requirement is to minimize/mitigate the 
visual impacts of the land use on adjacent properties as well as to maximize the buffering 
of noise and particulate matter. 
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Screening shall be a minimum of fifty (50) feet in width for Class I and Class II uses and 
one hundred (100) feet for Class II and Class III uses.  For Class I and II uses, the screening 
shall consist of a minimum of two staggered rows of plantings.  For Class II and III uses, 
the screening shall consist of a minimum of three staggered rows of plantings.  Plantings 
shall be a minimum of eight (8) feet on center with a maximum of ten (10) feet on center 

-
are encouraged. As part of the review process, the Planning Director may, at their 
discretion, consider existing screening and vegetation on the property. Suggestions for 
screening plans may be found in Appendix 6.5 Heavy Industrial Development B, Screening 
Guidelines and Suggestions of this oOrdinance.

In the event that an applicant is unable to plant required screening and/or landscaping; 
the applicant may post a bond or certified check in the amount of 1.5 one hundred and 
fifty (150) percent of times cost estimate for the proposed plan. Should 
the applicant fail to install the necessary landscaping/screening, the County will be 
entitled to complete the landscaping plan using the proceeds of the bond or certified 
check.

J. Gating & Fencing
At a minimum, the area of operations of a regulated use shall be completely enclosed by 
a minimum six (6) foot high fence with a self-locking gate.

K. Lighting
Access ways, walkways and parking areas shall be lighted adequately by lighting fixtures 
which shall be so installed as to protect the street and neighboring properties from direct 
glare or hazardous interference of any kind. Applicants are encouraged to use light 
shielding and fixtures that are approved by the International Dark Sky Association (IDA) 
as these fixtures conserve energy, reduce monthly costs, and minimize the impact of light 
pollution on surrounding properties.

L. Compliance with Other Governmental Requirements
Applicants under this section are required to comply with all other applicable County, 
State, and Federal regulations. Said regulations include but are not limited to watershed 
protection, stormwater, erosion control, air quality, water quality, flood protection, 
building code, and NCDOT requirements. The Planning Director may require the applicant 
to submit additional information based on the permitting requirements.  Failure to submit 
any additional information required by the Planning Director shall result in the denial or 
revocation of an Operations Permit.



8

6.5.4 PERMITTING PROCEDURES

A. Pre-Application Meetings Required

The applicant or an authorized corporate officer is required to meet in person with a 
Planning Staff member to discuss the nature of their application at least fourteen (14)
days prior to making a formal application and submitting a site plan.

At this pre-application meeting, the applicant shall identify in writing any additional 
permits which the applicant needs in order to operate the regulated industry and provide 
a reasonable timeline for obtaining those permits.

Additionally, the applicant shall identify any protected facilities in the spacing area for 
which a spacing waiver is required.

B. Intent-to-Construct Permits

An Intent-to-Construct Industrial Development Permit shall be required before the owner 
or operator of a regulated industry commences any construction activities Construction 
Activities, as defined by this Ordinance. A separate Intent-to-Construct Industrial 
Development Permit is required for each regulated use.

1. Public Hearing and Notice

i. Upon the certification of a complete application for an Intent-to-Construct Permit, a 
public hearing on the proposed permit shall be scheduled for the next regular meeting 
of the Planning Board. In preparation for the public hearing, the applicant shall 
provide all of the following between ten (10) and twenty-five (25) days prior to the
meeting:

ii. Notice of a public hearing must be provided per N.C. Gen. Stat. § (b) 
which is incorporated herein.

iii. In addition, the applicant must provide the following:

i. a. The applicant shall cause notice of the public hearing to be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in Alamance County. not less than ten (10)
days nor more than twenty-five (25) days before the date fixed for the public
hearing. The notice to be published is set forth in Appendix H to this 
Ordinance. In computing such period, the day of publication is not to be 
included but the day of the hearing shall be included.
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ii. b. The applicant shall cause notice to be mailed, e-mailed, or delivered to each 
newspaper, wire service, radio station, and television station that has filed a 
written request for notice with the Alamance County Clerk. This list may be 
obtained from the Alamance County Clerk to the Board of Commissioners.  

iii. c. The applicant shall prominently post a notice of the public hearing on the 
site proposed for the issuance of the Intent-to-Construct permit in the 
adjacent public street or highway right-of-way. When multiple parcels are 
included within the application, a posting on each individual parcel is not 
required, but the applicant shall post sufficient notices to provide reasonable 
notice to interested persons. Placement must be approved by the Planning 
Director.

iv. d. The applicant shall cause to be mailed a notice of the public hearing by 
certified mail at the last addresses listed on the county tax abstracts for the 
owners of all parcels of land abutting that parcel of land as shown on the 
county tax listing, to the following parties. and provide proof of said mailing 
to the Planning Director. The hearing notice shall be distributed to all of the 
following:

v. The applicant shall cause to be mailed a notice of the public hearing by first 
class mail at the last addresses listed on the county tax abstracts for:

1. 

the owners of all parcels of land abutting that parcel of land as shown on 
the county tax listing,

2.

the owners of all parcels of land as shown on the county tax listing, any 
portion of which is located within the spacing limit of Class II and III uses as 
described in Section 6.5.3 above.

3. the residents of any residential structures located on the parcels listed 
above

4.

the holder(s) of any utility or other easement on the parcel(s) included in 
the application.
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vi. e. The notice of the public hearing shall be mailed by the applicant to those 
property owners and residents identified above at least 21 days prior to the
not less than ten (10) days nor more than twenty-five (25) days before the date 
fixed for the public hearing.  The notice to be mailed is set forth in Appendix G
H to this Ordinance.

vii. f. The applicant shall produce a list showing all names and addresses to whom 
a notice of public hearing was mailed, and shall certify that proper notice was 
given to all required persons or organizations.  then provide proof that public 
notice was sufficiently given to the Planning Director. Improper notice or 
certification shall be grounds to deny an Intent-to-Construct permit.

iv. g. The Planning Board shall hold a public hearing on the application for the 
Intent-to-Construct Permit only after proper notice has been given and said 
proof has been approved by the Planning Director. At this public hearing, the 
regulated industry and community members may comment on the 
application.

v. h. Upon the issuance of an Intent-to-Construct permit, the Alamance County 
Land Records System or Geographic Information System shall be changed to 
include a notice reasonably calculated to alert a person researching a 
particular parcel that the parcel is located within the spacing requirements of 
a regulated use.

2. Groundwater/ Well Study

Applicants must certify whether any study or analysis of the impacts of the regulated 
land use on subsurface aquifers, ground water or wells is required to be undertaken 
by the applicant pursuant to state or federal regulations, or for purposes of applying
for any state or federal permit.  If such a study is required, then the applicant must 
submit a copy of the required study or analysis as part of the application for an Intent 
to Construct Permit.

3. Approval of Intent-To-Construct Permit Applications
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i. Completed applications shall be presented to the Planning Board for a public 
hearing and determination of compliance with the requirements of this 
Ordinance.  If, at the conclusion of the public hearing, the Planning Board 
determines that the application is compliant with the requirements of this 
Ordinance, the Planning Board it shall forward its approval recommendation to 
the Board of Commissioners for final approval. approve the Intent-to-Construct 
Permit. If the Planning Board determines that the application is not compliant with 
the requirements of this Ordinance, the Planning Board it shall issue a written 
determination of its reasons and deny the application.

The Planning Board s decision may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment in 
accordance with Section 2.3.1 (b) of this Ordinance and other applicable law. 

ii. In cases where the Planning Board recommends approval of an application, the 
Board of Commissioners shall review the recommendation of the Planning Board 
and review the application for compliance with the requirements of this 
Ordinance.  If the Board of Commissioners determines that the application is 
compliant with the requirements of this ordinance, it shall issue the Intent-to-
Construct permit.  If the Board of Commissioners determines that the application 
is not compliant with the requirements of this ordinance, it shall deny the 
application.  The decision of the Board of Commissioners may be appealed 
pursuant to the appeals procedures defined herein.

4. Duration of Intent-to-Construct Permits

i. a. Intent-to-Construct Permits require the permit holder to begin construction 
activities within one (1) year of the date of issuance. Delays due to those 
permitting requirements previously identified in the pre-application meeting shall 
not be grounds for permit expiration. If substantial construction activities have not 
been undertaken within this year, then the permit will expire and shall require re-
application and review as a new project. The Planning Director, or their designee, 
may request evidence or documentation related to construction activities in order 
to verify compliance with this section. 

ii. b. If an Operations Permit pursuant to this Ordinance has not been issued within 
one (1) year of the issuance of the last permitting requirement identified in the 
per-application meeting, then the Intent-to-Construct Permit will expire and shall 
require re-application and review as a new project.
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iii. . If, prior to the issuance of an Operations Industrial Development Permit, any 
changes or amendments are made to an approved site plan which impact the 
requirements of this section, the changes or amendments must be submitted to 
the Planning Department for approval.  In the event an application is resubmitted 
with substantial impacts, the Planning Director may require an additional public 
hearing and re-approval of the application. Planning Board approval of the 
modifications. Substantial impacts include modifying the area of operations, 
operations setbacks, or land use spacing; installing or altering internal roadways; 
altering fencing, gating, or lighting; erecting new buildings; altering landscaping or 
screening; improvements which may cause an increase in expected traffic to the
property; altering stream setbacks or flood zone buffers; any activity which may 
cause a change in state or federal permitting requirements. When such impacts 
are deemed to be substantial, the Planning Director, or their designee, shall issue 
such a determination in writing and make that determination available to the 
Planning Board prior to the commencement of the additional public hearing.

C. Operations Permits

A valid Operations Industrial Development Permit shall be required before the owner or 
operator of a regulated land use commences, continues, or maintains operations of said 
land use. An Operations Industrial Development Permit is required for each regulated use.

1. Post-Development/As-Built Site Plans

a. Prior to receiving an Operations Permit, all applicants shall be required to submit 
- The 

Post-Development site survey shall be drawn by a Registered Surveyor or Engineer 
pursuant to the guidelines provided in Appendix E Heavy Industrial Development 
of this oOrdinance. This submission shall consist of two (2) paper copies.
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b. Operations Permits may be approved prior to the completion of any required 
traffic improvements upon the guarantee of said improvements by the 
owner/operator within an eighteen (18) month period. The County of Alamance 
may accept a surety bond issued by any company authorized to do business in this 
State, a letter of credit issued by any financial institution licensed to do business 
in this State, or another form of guarantee that provides equivalent security to a 
surety bond or letter of credit. All surety instruments shall be made payable to 
Alamance County. Surety must be in an amount equal to one and one-half times 
(150%) the cost of making the improvements, whereby such improvements may 
be made without cost to the public or subsequent purchasers of the property in 
the event of default on the part of the owner/operator. Owner/operators are 
required to obtain a letter from an engineer registered in North Carolina stating 
the total construction and surety amounts.

2. Final Site Inspection

Prior to issuing an Operations Permit, a final site inspection shall be performed by the 
Alamance County Planning Department to ensure that development was established 
in harmony with the approved site plan.

3. Other Requirements

A. Proof of an approved spill containment plan as issued authorized by the Alamance 
County Fire Marshal Emergency Management Department.

B. Proof that all required permits from other governmental or regulatory agencies 
have been issued.

C. The Operations permit must be displayed in a conspicuous place where it may be 
readily observed by the public upon entering the main business structure of the 
regulated use, if the business is open to public.

D. Operations Permit Renewal Required

Operations permits issued under this section are valid for a period of two (2) years and 
shall automatically expire, unless renewed.  An Operations Industrial Development Permit 
renewal is required for each regulated use. 

1. Site Visit Required
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A site visit must be conducted by the Alamance County Planning Department prior to 
issuing a renewed permit to ensure continued compliance with this ordinance.  It is 
the responsibility of the permit holder to schedule a site visit with the Alamance 
County Planning Department.

2. Other Requirements

a. Proof of Tier II reporting, if applicable.

b. Proof of continued compliance with all requirements of this Ordinance and 
maintenance of all required permits.

c. If the permitted location has been the subject of two or more enforcement actions 
within the renewal period, then the Planning Director, at their discretion, may 
require a public hearing before the Alamance County Planning Board prior to the 
renewal of the Operations Permit.
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TABLE OF REGULATED LAND USES DEFINITIONS EXCERPTED FROM ARTICLE 7

CLASS 1:

FUEL BULK STORAGE FACILITIES

Any establishment whose primary purpose is the wholesale or retail distribution, storage, 
distribution, mixing, or transfer of flammable or combustible liquids, gases, or solids, 
received or transferred by truck, train, tank vessel, pipelines, tank car, piping, portable 
tank or containers, or other method, including propane, methane, ethanol, gasoline, 
kerosene, oil, coal, and other fuels. This definition shall not include filling stations used 
solely for distribution to individual consumers; nor shall it include fuel stored at or on an 
agricultural farm, residence, business, or other facility where use of the fuel stored is 
limited primarily to on-site consumption (NAICS 424710 and 424720).

READY-MIX CONCRETE SUPPLIERS

Establishments, such as batch plants or mix plants, primarily engaged in manufacturing 
concrete delivered to a purchaser in a plastic and unhardened state, where such 
establishments are not engaged in mining or quarrying sand and gravel (NAICS 327320).

INERT DEBRIS LANDFILL

A disposal facility, or part of a disposal facility, where inert debris, land-clearing debris, 
yard trash, similar vegetative waste, asphalt, cured concrete, brick, concrete block, gravel, 
or rock is placed long-term in or on a parcel of land. This shall not include waste containing 
chemical adhesives or sealants, or lead-based paint.

RENEWABLE ENERGY FACILITY

Any stand-alone plant not ancillary to another land use which is intended for the 
commercial generation of electric power from hydroelectric, and wind to be primarily 
distributed to the public for compensation. This definition shall not apply to an 
agricultural farm, residence, business, or other facility where the sale of the electricity so 
produced is secondary to on-site consumption.

(Definition from NCGS 62-133.8:)
(7) "Renewable energy facility" means a facility, other than a hydroelectric power 
facility with a generation capacity of more than 10 megawatts, that either:
a. Generates electric power by the use of a renewable energy resource.
b. Generates useful, measurable combined heat and power derived from a 
renewable energy resource.
c. Is a solar thermal energy facility.
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(8) "Renewable energy resource" means a solar electric, solar thermal, wind, 
hydropower, geothermal, or ocean current or wave energy resource; a biomass 
resource, including agricultural waste, animal waste, wood waste, spent pulping 
liquors, combustible residues, combustible liquids, combustible gases, energy 
crops, or landfill methane; waste heat derived from a renewable energy resource 
and used to produce electricity or useful, measurable thermal energy at a retail 
electric customer's facility; or hydrogen derived from a renewable energy resource. 
"Renewable energy resource" does not include peat, a fossil fuel, or nuclear energy 
resource.

Class 2: 

RESOURCE EXTRACTION

The use of a property whereby the primary intent is the commercial removal of any 
naturally occurring substance from the land not otherwise covered by the definition of 
mining and quarrying. Such substances include, but are not limited to top soil topsoil or 
fill dirt. Such substances do not include petroleum in any form, natural gas, or other 
gaseous substance gasses, agricultural products, timber, surface or subsurface water, or 
any renewable resource. The act of selling fill dirt that results from grading operations 
related to another project or which are secondary to other established businesses shall 
not be considered Resource Extraction.

AUTOMOTIVE SALVAGE FACILITY

Establishments primarily engaged in the merchant wholesale and retail distribution of 
used motor vehicle parts and establishments primarily engaged in dismantling motor 
vehicles for the purpose of selling the parts (NAICS 423140).

AUTOMOTIVE STORAGE FACILITY

Establishments primarily intended for the short or long term short- or long-term storage 
of wrecked or inoperative automobiles pending sale of the entire automobile. This 
definition does not include establishments where the storage of automobiles is ancillary 
to the repair of the automobiles stored, such as at a garage or repair shop.

CHEMICAL MANUFACTURING

eEstablishments primarily involved in the production, synthesis, formation, processing, 
refining, manufacturing, and/or distribution of chemical products in bulk, for other than 
retail sales on-site (including all chemical manufacturing in NAICS subsector 325).

DATA CENTER
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An industrial style facility primarily used for the storing of computer equipment used for 
the purpose of processing internet data. Activities at these centers typically involve cloud 
computing and storage, artificial intelligence processing, cryptocurrency exchanges, and 
similar computer activities. Use of these centers often require large quantities of 
electricity and fans or other cooling technologies for purposes of computer temperature 
control.  

CLASS 3:

MINING

The breaking of the surface soil in order to facilitate or accomplish the extraction or 
removal of minerals, ores, or other solid matter; any activity or process constituting all or 
part of a process for the extraction or removal of minerals, ores, soils, and other solid 
matter from their original location; and the preparation, washing, cleaning, or other 
treatment of minerals, ores, or other solid matter so as to make them suitable for 
commercial, industrial, or construction use.

"Mining" does not include excavation or grading when conducted solely in aid of on-site 
farming or of on-site construction for purposes other than mining; removal of overburden 
and mining of limited amounts of any ores or mineral solids when done only for the 
purpose and to the extent necessary to determine the location, quantity, or quality of any 
natural deposit, provided that no ores or mineral solids removed during exploratory 
excavation or mining are sold, processed for sale, or consumed in the regular operation 
of a business, and provided further that the affected land resulting from any exploratory 
excavation does not exceed one acre in area; excavation or grading where all of the 
following apply:

a) The excavation or grading is conducted to provide soil or other unconsolidated 
material to be used without further processing for a single off-site construction 
project for which an erosion and sedimentation control plan has been approved 
in accordance with Article 4 of Chapter 113A of the General Statutes.

b) The affected land, including nonpublic access roads, does not exceed five acres.

c) The excavation or grading is completed within one year.

d) The excavation or grading does not involve blasting, the removal of material from 
rivers or streams, the disposal of off-site waste on the affected land, or the surface 
disposal of groundwater beyond the affected land.

QUARRYING

Open excavations where the works are visible at the surface and intended for the 
extraction of stone, slate, marble, or other mineral from a mass of surrounding rock.

RACETRACKS
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A designated area where competitive vehicle and motorsport races are conducted. The 
term includes the track, spectator areas, garages, and any associated grounds, buildings, 
or appurtenances used to operate the races.

ASPHALT PLANT

Establishments, with all related equipment, for the manufacture and production of 
asphalt and tar paving mixtures and blocks from purchased asphaltic materials (NAICS 
324121). Also included in this definition are establishments engaged in manufacturing 
asphalt and tar paving mixtures and blocks and roofing cements and coatings from 
purchased asphaltic materials and/or saturating purchased mats and felts with asphalt or 
tar (NAICS 32412 and 324122).

ELECTRICITY GENERATING FACILITY

Any stand-alone plant not ancillary to another land use which is intended for the 
commercial generation of electric power from any source other than solar, hydroelectric, 
and wind, including but not limited to fossil fuels, nuclear, or waste products, to be 
primarily distributed to the public for compensation. This definition shall not apply to an 
agricultural farm, residence, business, or other facility where the sale of the electricity so 
produced is secondary to on-site consumption.

LANDFILL 

A facility for the disposal of solid waste on land in a sanitary manner in accordance with 
Chapter 130A Article 9 of the NCGS.

For the purposes of this ordinance, a landfill which is not an inert debris landfill, shall refer 
generally to those which accept municipal solid waste, construction and demolition 
debris, industrial solid waste, medical waste, hazardous waste, scrap tires, or any other 
type of waste which does not accept wastes types listed under the Inert Debris Landfill 
category.

PAPER MILL

Establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing paper from pulp. These 
establishments may manufacture or purchase pulp. In addition, the establishments may 
convert the paper they make. The activity of making paper classifies an establishment into 
this industry regardless of the output.

CEMENT MANUFACTURING

establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing portland, natural, masonry, 
pozzolanic, and other hydraulic cements. Cement manufacturing establishments may 
calcine earths or mine, quarry, manufacture, or purchase lime (NAICS 327310).

WASTE PROCESSING FACILITY 
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Includes incinerators, composting facilities, household hazardous waste facilities, waste-
to-energy facilities, transfer stations, reclamation facilities or any other location where 
wastes are consolidated, temporarily stored, salvaged or otherwise processed prior to 
being released into the air or transported to a final disposal site. Specifically included in 
this definition are medical waste facilities as defined by G.S. § 130A-309.26a.

Lands or buildings which accept municipal solid waste, construction and demolition 
debris, industrial solid waste, medical waste, hazardous waste, scrap tires, or any other 
type of synthetic waste which is incinerated, composted, converted into another energy 
source, consolidated, temporarily stored, salvaged, or otherwise processed before being 
released into the air or transported to a final disposal site. 

SAW MILL

Any permanent commercial establishments primarily engaged in sawing dimension 
lumber, boards, beams, timbers, poles, ties, shingles, shakes, siding, and wood chips from 
logs or bolts. Sawmills may plane the rough lumber that they make with a planing machine 
to achieve smoothness and uniformity of size. Sawmills that are temporary, portable, or 
located on 10 acre or less are excluded from this definition.

METAL RECYCLING AND SALVAGE FACILITIES

Establishments primarily engagesd in the merchant wholesale distribution of automotive 
scrap, industrial scrap, and other recyclable materials. Included in this industry are auto 
wreckers primarily engaged in dismantling motor vehicles for the purpose of wholesaling 
scrap (NAICS 423930).




































































































